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Evangelism in the Missional Church
Reid S. Monaghan

I. Evangelism

The word evangelism finds its etymological roots in the New Testament Greek termevangelion

which means gospel, or good news Simply put evangelism is the proclamation of the good news of

Jesus Christand his rule and reign to people separated from God andunder just condemnation for
sinnEvangelism presents the good news tdurasttheJesusé6é d
forgiveness of God andreconciliation and relationship with him for all who believe. It is the

proclamation of the grace of God towards unworthy sinful people who deserve justice but who are

instead offered mercy and pardon by a loving Savior. This outline discusses how evangelism, which

is both the work of God and his followers, takes place in the local community of faith.

I1. The Missional Church
Attractional and Missional

9 Attractional ministry focuses on people coming to the church, to the meeting, to the program in
order to hear the gospel.

1 Missional ministry desires to live and share the gospel in various cultural contexts with lost
people soto present the good news and incarnate the rule and reign of Christ with others.

Attractional Missional
Church Service Come and hear Be equipped and inspired to live
Evangelism Happens here Happens out there
Conversion/ Focus on the static Sometimes happens progressively,

Commitment moment and stepssuch  walk in the community, then
as al ter cal believeandfollow. Ordinances

prayers have meaning. Moment of
regeneration and conversion still
affirmed
Focus Focus on gettingpeople  Focus on believersbeing with lost
to aservice people and community with each
other
Small Groups Only for believers For believers and non believersi
but authentic Christian life
Mission Has a missions program  Church exists for mission
Service We bring to Wewalktogether for common good

Proclamation Valued and encouraged  Valued along with dialog




The Church and the Culture

Error i Distinct, but no Intersection =Cultural Isolation , No winsome evangelism
Errori Intersection without Distinction = Syncretism, Worldliness, No winsome evangelism
Our Path — Distinct, yet constantly intersecting

Dr. Tim Keller of Redeemer Presbyterian in Manhattan says that when non Christian people
associate with the church they need to have two thoughts.

1. These people are like me. They understand my thought and cultural world. | can see myself
becoming a part of this community

2. These people are not like me. There is something about the way the live, love and serve that
are unlike any community | have seen.

In saying this he is not playing word games put illustrating a point. The missional church must

live, move and have its being in God. Yet it lives this life in culture with people in culture. We

need to go as far into culture we can without adopting sinful beliefs and lifestyles. We need to go

as far as we can and not a steffurther. We are notjust oei ng the | ine or tryi
with being worldly. It is our calling to connect to people in culture for the sake of the gospel (1
Corinthians 9:23 -27) while avoiding cultural captivity or compromise. It is not an easy path, yet

one we must live together as the church.

III. Messiness of the Makeup of the Missional Church

When defining the church in a few words, my best shot has been the following:

The church of Jesus Christ is a people called out from all nations, Jew and Gentile, to be
worshippers of the one true God. These form a sent community in the world to declare
among all peoples the gospel of grace, to care for the poor and oppressed, and to reflect
God's nature through holy lives and good works. This church is at once both visible,
meeting in local congregations, and invisible, the universal church comprised of all true
regenerate believers. True churches are distinguished by the biblical gospel, the
ordinances of Baptism and Communion and the exercise of church discipline.

This definition shows that there is a reality that makes the church something distinct from the
world, but the |ine is not so easy to see. It
accept that our community will be made up of Christians and non Christians. We actually hope

it is that way. Here | am not talking about church membership, which should be only believers.

Here | am talking about how we view those walking in our community.

From God’s Point of View i The world is made up a sinful people who are either saved or
unsaved. Godknows all who are and who will become his children by grace through faith in

Christ. In fact, he knows their names before the foundation of the world (see Ephesians land
Romans 8). The c¢hur c hhidbride &hd id made up pfordy bélisver-followers of
Jesus Christ. He knows the difference between saved and unsavedvho are in our community.

From Our Point View i Yet from our point of view our community is likely to be mixed. The
believer can haveassuranceof his salvationi n Jesus 6 wo anklthepnomiseoeGod. r o s s
This aids her to persevereto the end and be saved. Yethe visible gathered people will be



mingled with those who are part of the community, perhaps just checking out Jesus, ®rving
with us, but yet in process. There is always a mixture of non believer and believer n a gathering
of the church. The Scriptures actually assume that unbelievers would be a part of people even
when assembled for worship (See 1 Corinthians 14:2025)

IV.Inversion — Our Lives Together

In the Missional church our lives are lived together in community and also intersect others as we
follow God in our mission. Our mission is to mature in our faith and be equipped to give our lives
away. We do this by sharing five core value§ worship, community, growth, service and generosity
T these are the things we love. At Inversion we walk in this mission, through our values in four
areas of life.

Service i We serve others in the name of Jesus out of our response to the love of God.
We serveout of a desire to exhibit the rule and reign of Jesus among others and share
with them the gospel of Jesus Christ. Word and deeds stay married.

Global — The mission of the gospel is always locain that ministry happens on the -
ground. The incarnation affirms that God operates this way. It is our desire to

connect with those serving in their countries and communities in a way that helps, @’
encourages and equips our brothers and sisters in their local mission. Additionally,

we want to see that America isnot the center of the will of God and we learn much

as we follow believers from other cultures.

Gathering — Our gatherings are a place to provoke affection for Jesus, to be
taught his Word, to wrestle with gospel and culture, to walk together in
mission and connect with others throughout greater Nashville. The
assumption is that our Gathering will be mixed between Christian and non
Christian but with a focus on leading believers to depth and mission while communicating and
incarnating the gospel in our community. Our teaching must be relevant to the world and capable
of deepening the Christian.

Community — Inversion Community groups are extensions of the broader community of Inversion
and meet together for the purposes of transformation and mission. Community happens as our lives
deepen, we get honest, confess oussins, encourage one anotherand connectin

authentic missional friendship . We also want to involve our neighbors, our

coworkers and those we meet in social settings in the community of Inversion.

All of these areas of Inversion are not just for us,
but for the world and the mission of Christ!

The following diagram illustrate sthat the boundary between the church and the world is real, yet
constantly connected and interacting with people in culture.



Figure 1 — Church and People Intersecting in Culture
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Relational Proximity i we need to be around people

Relational Rent 7 we need real friendship for the sake of that person
Intentionality 1 itis easy for us just to hang with each other
Missional Community

Knowi ng Goidble SGogpyel éknowing it well
Our Story/God 6 s Story I ntersection, Conversi

9 Sharing with People
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Asking good guestions abou gospel themesi dealing with guilt, dealing with meaning,

hope, purpose, loneliness, why do mean people suck

What makes people tick, what ticks them off i listen!

Yourtesti monyét allekusng about

The role of questionsT be willing to answer you own questions and doubts, patiently
answer others

on

The role of patience and time1 remember, paying rent in their lives , we allow the Spirit

to bring people to Christ through a comprehensive context of our community.

1 The Role of the Church

o O oo

Worship of God 1 Word and Ordinance
Equipping and Teaching
Not being captured by culture i we are aresistance community

On compl aints aboutiindieiduagsavha de spige living, loving,i o n 0

forgiving and wojusksayl gan doiitbnhmyownh er s é

Mi



Appendix I — The Gospel

| would say the gospel is the story of the one Creator God, making all things, space, time, matter,

energy in order to display his nature to his creatures. God created human beings in his own image

and likeness to know him, love him, and reflect his character in the world to one another for their joy

and his glory. Our first parents then gave God the proverbial Heisman, choosing to live life their way

rat her than Godds way. They turned away from God
commandments and thereby bringing fracture in their relationship with God, one another, and

creation. God in his grace set about to redeem a people back thimself and has pursued us

throughout history to this end. He promised in the very early days to send a human being, a seed of

a woman to bring people back to God, reconciling them to himself and all things (Gen 3:15).

Throughout history he communicated with us and connected with us through prophets, men called

to speak Godds message to humanity. He made cover
in his sending of his own Son to the earth. He would be a Jewish person, the offspring of Abraham
(Gen 12, 15) . He would ful fildl Godbébs commandment s

completely and live without sin (Heb 4.15). He would be a king to his people (2 Sam 7) guiding them
into a life of love, joy and peace. He would teach us the tuth, show us perfected humanity, and
ultimately die to pay the penalty for our own rebellion and sin. This person, Jesus, gave his life for
us in what Martin Luther called the great exchange. Our sin was placed on him as he took our
deserved judgment and punishment by dying on a cross. We then receive his righteousness, a favor
and good name before God the Father (2 Corinthians 5.1621). We are thereby forgiven, brought
back into relationship with God, our g@ggandwenows r e mc
become his followers and agents of reconciliation in the world. We receive all of this by hisgrace;
none of it is earned by our works or actions. God will someday bring his kingdom in fullness where
Jesus will completely and finally brin g an end to all evil and usher in an eternal age of life and peace
for all who follow him. Those who persist in rebellion against God will face his justice for all which
was done in this life.

A few clear Scriptures describing the gospel

For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for our sins
in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures.

1 Corinthians 15:23 ESV

Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every
good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect
courtesy toward all people. 3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray,
slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others
and hating one another. 4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior
appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his
own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured
out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified by his grace we might
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Titus 3:1-8 ESV



Appendix II — Gospel Themes

| have found over the years it is helpful to know the themes and motifs used in Scripture to describe

what God does for us in Christ. In Western Christianity the most familiar motif is judicial 7 dealing

with judgment, a holy judge and human beings being acquitted for sin. This theme is hugely biblical,

but it is not the only way Scripture talks about
understood by people in certain lif e settings. Here are several more of which you need to be familiar.

A Dozen or so Gospel Themes

Revolution T Jesus overcame the authority of sin, Satan, death and hell

Liberation 7 Jesus came to set captive people free

Kingdom i Jesus came to bring a diferent rule and reign

Suffering 1 Jesus suffered for us and he suffers with us

Unity/Reconciliation/Relationship 1 Jesus brings us back to the Father and reconciles

relationship

6. Family i God is our Father, we are sons and daughters, brothers and sisters irhis family

7. Adoption i God intentionally chooses and adopts sinful kids

8. Birth/New Birth/New Life T We are born new, new slate, new life

9. Judicial i God forgives the guilty at great cost to himself

10. Farming i God plants seeds that grow in us; we bear fruit

11. Darkness and lighti we can now see, God brings light to a dark world through Jesus the light of
the world. The church then shines his light into the darkness

12. Death and life i Jesus did not come to make bad people good, he came to make dead people

live...now, and forever. Jesus overcomes death and brings a promised resurrection and eternal

life.

akrwnPE

Which do you think connects with people best in American culture? Which do you think connects
with your lost friends? What connects with your heart?

Self Study i Take some timeto search for passages of Scripture that reflect these themes they all
come from the Bible, | left off references so you can dig a bit.

Go



