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Relationships are central to our existence as human beings. We are people who were created to need others. Our
relationships can be both a source of great joy and of great pain and disappointment, many times depending on how we
treat one another Jesus had much to say about relationships, in fact God’s greatest commandment to us has to do with
the key to all relationships — the quality and attribute of love.

To be a Christian means to be like Christ...Being a Christian depends on a certain inner relatedness to the living Christ.
Through this relatedness all other relationships of a man—to God, to himself, to other people—are transformed.

Bishop Stephen Neil — The Difference in Being a Christian

THINK ABOUT IT

OuRrR SouL IS FORGIVEN AND ESTABLISHED BY A GRACIOUs GobD

The first and most important relationship we need as people is with God. One comes to God before he or she is
a Christian in a condition of sin and guilt, in need of forgiveness from the holy and just Creator. When we hear
the gospel grace — that God has sent his son Jesus to die on our behalf, to pay for our sins and bring us to God
— and respond in faith, we become a child of God, forgiven and free to relate lovingly with our Heavenly Father.
All of this is based on what Jesus did for us, not anything we ourselves have done. Jesus then calls us to be his
disciples, his followers who keep his commands, walking through life in a relationship with God. Even eternal life
is defined in terms of this relationship (Read John 17:1-3)

Read the story a woman who is forgiven by Jesus and observe what it means to receive grace from God.
The story is found in Luke 7:36-50.

Now if we are to be committed followers of Christ, it is paramount that we know his commands. Let us look for a
minute at the greatest of his commands

28And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered
them well, asked him, "Which commandment is the most important of all?" 29]Jesus answered, "The most
important is, 'Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 3° And you shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' 3t The second is this: 'You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these."

Mark 12:28-31

SOME QQUESTIONS
What does Jesus say is the most important command?
Why do you think he single’s this one out as the most important?

In what ways does Jesus tell us we should we “Love God”

The Greatest commandment is to LOVE the one and only true God with every fiber of your being,
with every God given faculty you possess — and do this with great effort and perseverance.

What is the second most important command according to Jesus?

Read the story of the Good Samaritan — Jesus’ answer to the question “Who is my neighbor.” Story
found in Luke 10:25-37
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PRAY ABOUT IT — ADORATION, CONFESSION, THANKSGIVING, SUPPLICATION
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Praise God that he is loving, gracious, kind, and just in his dealings with us.

Confess to God that you have taken your relationship with him for granted and have failed to depend on his
grace for all things.

Thank God that he is gracious—forgiving sinners like us so that we can have a relationship with Him

Ask God to help you to love Him and Your Neighbors with an unselfish compassion.

WORK IT OUT — SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION

LOVE FOR GOD
What ways can you love God with your mind?

With your heart and soul?
With all your strength?

LOVE FOR NEIGHBOR

In life and in sports we have many relationships — living by the I'm 3rd principle can help us remember
how we should treat others.
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How would this principle apply with your roommates?
How would this principle apply with teammates?
With your family?

THE GOSPEL FOR US

During the late 1800s English evangelist Henry Moorhouse made several trips to America to preach. On one of

these occasions, he was taking a walk through a poor section of the city when he noticed a small boy coming out
of a store with a pitcher of milk. Just then, the boy slipped and fell, breaking the pitcher and spilling the milk all
over the sidewalk. Moorhouse rushed to the youngster’s side and found him unhurt but terrified. “My mamma’ll
whip me!” he cried. The preacher suggested that they try to put the pitcher back together, but the pieces of glass
would not stay together. The boy kept crying. Finally Moorhouse picked up the youngster and carried him to a

nearby store where the preacher purchased a new pitcher. Then he returned to the dairy store and had the
pitcher washed and filled with milk. With that done, he carried both the boy and the pitcher home. Putting the

youngster down on his front porch, Moorhouse handed him the pitcher and asked, “"Now will your mama whip
you?”

A wide smile spread upon his tear-stained face, “Aw, no sir, ‘cause it's a lot better pitcher than we had before.”

God in his grace has forgiven you of your sins...we can never forget that the life he gives us is better than what
we had before and is better than what we would have if he had not intervened in our lives.

10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked
harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.

1 Corinthians 15:10 /?@’%M%/f



