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Discipleship 

Discipleship is an interesting concept and in many communities a lost art. Though central to the life, way 
and flow of Jesus himself many times we find discipleship lacking, even lost, among his followers today. As 
Jesus departed the earth he left us with a simple commission that reads as follows. 

[18] And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
[19] Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, [20] teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:18-20 

The operative command is to “make disciples” with going, baptizing, teaching describing for us what is 
involved in following this mandate. The church is commissioned to make disciples of all peoples by 
proclaiming the gospel, baptizing followers and teaching them to follow Jesus’s call upon our lives.  

Recently I asked a group of pastors and church planters in our network to make some off the cuff 
comments about what they think it means to engage in “discipleship” or to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 
They shared the following insightful thoughts: 

• A disciple is one who learns from and follows Jesus. 
• Every Christian is a disciple and there is no junior varsity following of Jesus.  
• A disciple follows Jesus but also shapes and trains other followers. (2 Timothy 2:2). 
• Discipleship is a lifelong process that cannot be microwaved or quickly manufactured.  
• Being a disciple implies that Jesus is or Lord / Master. He is in charge. 
• It involves both suffering and serving others. 
• It means we come to see Jesus, we go in his name and we die to ourselves.  
• It is holistic involving the totality of our lives.  
• No area of our lives should be separated from the call of Christ; discipleship is the process of 

yielding all in faithfulness to him. 
• The life of a disciple is lived out in the context of a diverse community that is in covenant with God 

through Jesus Christ.  

Discipleship, training men and women to be followers of Jesus, is essential to the work of the church. 
Church planting, a missional effort to plant the gospel in various communities, requires us to make 
disciples. No one can truly follow Jesus without proclaiming the gospel and engaging in evangelism. In 
recent history Christians have bifurcated “discipleship” and “evangelism” into two separate spheres. As this 
discussion is important we will begin with a brief treatment of evangelism and discipleship before moving 
into a deeper discussion of what is necessary to make disciples in the local church.  

Evangelism and Discipleship…Yes please 

Contemporary Christians can typically define evangelism as sharing the good news of Jesus Christ with 
non-Christians and discipleship as the training of Christians to be followers of Jesus as to become more 
like him. Fair enough. However, the problem that we want to avoid is thinking that the gospel is only for 
non-Christians or thinking that we should not call non-Christians to follow Jesus. Everyone must take a first 
step to respond to the gospel and Jesus’s summons to “follow me.” Here I want to be clear of a couple of 
things.   

First, there is a huge difference between a person who has come to Jesus to repent of sin and receive 
salvation and one who has not. One is an enemy of God and under his wrath (Romans 5:10) and alienated 



from Christ and the promises of his grace (Ephesians 2:1-12). The other is a child of God (John 1:12), a co-
heir with Christ (Galatians 3:29, Titus 3:7), forgiven completely (Ephesians 1:3-10), born anew by the Spirit 
(John 3:5) and a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). We do not want to say that a believer and 
unbeliever are standing in the same shoes before a holy God; we should not think of them as in the same 
relationship to God. Second, we should not let this truth hinder us from teaching an unbeliever the gospel 
and calling them to become a disciple of Jesus. The spiritual change that comes in salvation is the work of 
God, by the Holy Spirit, and based upon the completed work of Jesus Christ. Calling people to believe, 
follow and obey Jesus is exactly what God calls us to do.  

In our communities we should be committed to evangelizing (preaching the gospel to) all people whether 
Christians or not and we should be committed to the work of making disciples of all people as well. We 
neither want to ignore the massive spiritual change that comes with salvation nor just reduce ourselves to 
sharing simple sinner’s prayers with unbelievers.  We should preach the gospel always and allow God to 
save and transform people in his time.  We want to both share the gospel of Jesus Christ and see people 
changed to follow and obey all that Jesus has commanded us. This is what it means to be disciples.  

Redemptive Historical Context to the Discipleship Mandate 

God’s purpose and mission for the cosmos did not begin when Jesus gave his great commission to the 
disciples and it certainly began long before God gives a vision to plant a new church. In order for us to see 
our role in discipleship clearly it must be set within the story of God.  

The Scriptures begin with God creating all things including human beings as unique in the imago dei, in the 
image of God. Theologically this means that human beings were created with certain capacities (emotion, 
intellect, volition) in order to accomplish God’s purpose for them, in relationship with one another. This is 
centered in God’s mandate to be his representatives on the earth, his vice regents, having been given 
dominion by God to shape this world.  

Furthermore, after humanity’s fall in sin and disobedience (Genesis 3), God’s preordained redemptive 
purposes continued to move forward through his great and precious promises that we call “covenants.” In 
his covenant with Abraham God declares his intentions to bless the whole world through his offspring 
Jesus (Genesis 12, 15). In his covenant with Moses he gives his people the law and the land so that they 
would be set apart for his mission and demonstrate to the world God’s holiness, our sinfulness and need of 
a sacrifice for sin and full redemption (See the narrative in Exodus). In his covenant with David he declares 
to us our need for a righteous and eternal King who will rule and reign in justice on the earth (2 Samuel 7). 
The culmination of these covenants is the very person of Jesus who is the offspring of Abraham (Galatians 
3), who is our great high priest who keeps the Mosaic law without sin (Hebrews 4:14-16), who gives himself 
as atoning sacrifice (Hebrews 10) and is raised from death as our triumphant King (Colossians 2). It is this 
Jesus that gives us the great commission and the mandate to make disciples.  As he is the fulfillment of all 
things and our leader each day we must see our role in disciplemaking within the full story of God. 

• We are to be fruitful and multiply disciples both through procreation and evangelism. 
• We are to steward creation and shape God glorifying culture on the earth by the exercise of 

humble dominion. 
• We are to allow his rule and reign (Kingdom) to break into the present dark world through his work 

in his people. Obedience and holiness empowered by the Spirit and grace, creates a different 
culture among God’s people. 

• Our hope of the coming Kingdom and final judgment should purify us and make us a people eager 
to do good works in his name.  

• Our following the Great Commission extends his rule/reign through the gospel to the glory of God.  



 
The context of the great commission is the redemption of God throughout history. Our role in redemption is 
defined by God’s gracious promises and should not be isolated from our understanding of each part of his 
story.  

As we move to look at the issue of discipleship, I want us to focus on three necessary and key realities in 
the process: God, His Truth and the Gospel Community. All three are necessary for us to mature as 
disciples in every epoch of history and in every culture Jesus’s people will live.  

Key Realities for Disciples 

Discipleship is Centered in God 

Following Jesus is not an individualistic affair and to be a disciple of Jesus requires that a human being be 
needy of several realities. One that might seem quite obvious is that every disciple is in need of the living 
God. Far too often we can set out on a journey and not really know the reason for our travels. In the life of a 
disciple the journey is to love and know God and to become transformed into the image of Jesus Christ. 
Salvation is ultimately about God’s work in our lives for his own glory, honor and praise.  

In the economy of God’s saving work we find very quickly that all persons of the Trinity are involved in our 
salvation. The apostle Paul exhorted believers long ago with this wonderful passage in the second letter to 
the church in ancient Thessalonica.  

13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God 
chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. 14 To 
this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So 
then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by our spoken 
word or by our letter. 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us 
and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, 17 comfort your hearts and establish them 
in every good work and word. 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 
 

In this passage we see that God the Father has chosen us, set us apart by the Holy Spirit and our believing 
in the truth. He calls us and saves us through the gospel so that we might obtain the glory of his Son. Jesus 
also comforts us and establishes us as disciples for every good work and word we share in this world. As 
Christians we must see that discipleship is a work of God in our lives by which we commit and follow him in 
good hope through his grace. If we look at the work of the Trinity we will see that we must walk with God 
to grow as a disciple.  
 
God the Father 

The Bible often refers to God as “Father” and this was the preferred description used by Jesus.  The Father 
is the initiator of creation, the sovereign sustainer of creation and the all wise ruler of all things. The Father 
is also the one who decreed to redeem the world through the Son.  The Father is the one who predestines 
and appoints us for salvation (Ephesians 1) and the one who is worshipped and praised in spirit and in truth 
(John 4:23,24). As a disciple we LOVE, OBEY and GLORIFY the Father.  

God the Son 

The Son is the second person of the Trinity and the one through whom creation came into being 
(Colossians 1:16, Hebrews 1:1-3). The Son is also the one who was sent by the Father into our world to be its 



Savior. The Son fully reveals the character of the Father (John 14:1-11; Hebrews 1:1-3), is our redeemer who 
died for sins and was raised from the dead by Father and Spirit (Acts 13:26-33; Romans 8:11; Galatians 1:11).  
The Son is the head of the church which is his body (Ephesians 4:15, 16; Colossians 1:15-24) and he is 
LORD, God’s appointed King who will rule and reign forever. The Son is the world’s appointed judge and 
only savior (John 5:22-30; Acts 17:31). As a disciple we FOLLOW, WORSHIP and TRUST fully in Jesus. 

God the Holy Spirit   

The Holy Spirit is the person of the Trinity who was the active agent in creation (Genesis 1:2). The Spirit is 
given to the church by the Father and sent by the Son (John 14:26, 15:26) to teach us, help us, comfort us 
and empower us for service (John 14:15-26; 1 Corinthians 12; 1 John 2:26,27). The Holy Spirit convicts the 
world of sin (John 16:8-11), glorifies the Son (John 16:14, 15) makes believers alive to God (John 3:1-8; Titus 
3:5) dwells in the believer and the church (2 Timothy 1:14) and represents a foretaste of the coming 
Kingdom.  The Spirit is a deposit guaranteeing the promise of God and our coming inheritance with him 
marking us as the people of God (2 Corinthians 5:5; Ephesians 1:13, 14). As a disciple we are filled by the 
Spirit as he GIFTS and EMPOWERS us to live and GLORIFY our King.  

 Relation to the Disciple  
Father Sovereign who is to be loved, obeyed and glorified 
Jesus  King that is followed, worshipped and trusted 
Spirit Gifts us, empowers us, glorifies the King through us 

 
Table 1: The Trinity and the Disciple 

Discipleship Requires the Truth of God’s Word 

Disciples of Jesus need God’s truth in order to know God and be transformed by Him. The Scriptures teach 
us that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ (Romans 10:17). God uses his truth to 
teach us, rebuke us, correct us, inspire us and train us to be his people in the world (2 Timothy 3:16). It is 
the truth of God’s word which also prepares us for the good works of God’s mission in the world.  

By the Word of God we are shown God’s holiness and made conscious of sin and called to repent and 
place our trust in Jesus the Messiah. By the Word of God we are converted and pass from death to life 
(John 5:24), from the kingdom of darkness to the Kingdom of Jesus (Colossians 1:13, 14).  By the Word of 
God we are exhorted to live for the glory of God and we are encouraged amidst a world fallen and full of 
sin and death.  

The truth of the Scriptures reorients our community from being centered upon various “truths” of our 
cultural, personal and national stories. The truth sets us free personally and communally to live within the 
great story of Redemption and our holy, just, loving, gracious and merciful God. Disciples need to 
understand that they are saved by God, shaped by God’s truth and this all flows in our lives as we are part 
of a covenantal and missional community called the church.  

Discipleship Happens in Covenantal, Missional Community 

People throughout human history have tended to swing back and forth between the poles of 
communitarianism and individualism. Communal models of life focus on the well-being and identity of the 
group, while the latter model of life focuses on the happiness and story of the individual. The Scriptures 
show an interesting tension which values individuals but never sees an individual follower of God apart 
from a community in covenant with God. This emerges clearly in the storyline of the Bible which was 
reviewed above. Here I want you to see the communal nature of God’s work in history.  



In Genesis God creates a family from which all the families of the earth would be derived. A family is a 
community based upon a covenant with God. God has designed to save a people for himself by making 
promises and covenants with them. God speaks to the individual Abraham and tells him he will be made 
into a great nation that will bless the world (Genesis 12, 15). God redeems a people and then defines them 
by his laws and peculiar ways of living to show the uniqueness of his promise and their uniqueness 
because of his grace (Exodus and Leviticus). God’s people are defined, shaped and live out their calling as 
a community of faith. Steve Timmis and Tim Chester describe this well: 

We are not saved individually and then choose to join the church as if it were some club or support 
group. Christ died for his people and we are saved when by faith we become part of the people for 
whom Christ died. 

Steve Timmis and Tim Chester, Total Church, 39 

The community of faith is a primary instrument in the life of a disciple. In the community of the church we 
have fellowship and friendship along life’s journey.  In the community of faith there are mature believers we 
can look to and imitate (1 Corinthians 11:1, Hebrews 13:7). In the church community we love one another, 
push one another, encourage one another, repent of sin together, forgive one another, strengthen one 
another and spur one another forward in the mission of Jesus. The gospel community is not optional for a 
disciple of Jesus; it is the necessary context of transformation and a gift to every believer. Such a 
community must be both “covenantal” and “missional.” The following table will help explain.  
 

Covenantal Community Missional Community 
Exists because of the Gospel and God’s saving 
work in the lives of the elect 

Exists for the mission of Jesus in the World 

Demarcated by the practices of Baptism and 
Communion  

Is a gospel proclaiming and demonstrating 
community 

Is Shepherded by God ordained and biblically 
responsible elders  

Is a community shaped by spiritual disciplines 
and missional living 

 
Table 2: Covenantal/Missional Community 

A disciple must be related to God by the redeeming work of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. A disciple must be 
shaped by God’s Word and transformed by the Spirit.  This happens for all of God’s people as they live as 
his covenantal/missional community. As people obeying his mission to proclaim the gospel and manifest 
the rule and reign of God through their good works, people become disciples transformed into the image 
of Jesus Christ.  

What follows is a brief treatment of some forms and opportunities for disciples in the community of the 
church. Whereas the above provides a theological framework for discipleship, what follows offers practical 
advice for discipleship in our world today.  

The Church as Community of Discipleship 

A community is more than people sitting in the same room be it large or small.  A community is a complex 
network of relationships, allegiances and authority which provides context for life and mission. There are 
marriages, families, groups of single friends, deep friendships, smaller groups and corporate gatherings.  
All can be and should be seen as contexts for discipleship and following Jesus.  

If we take a brief look at the gospels we will find that Jesus was teaching and modeling life with individuals, 
smaller groups, medium sized communities and multitudes which crowded in to hear his teaching.  We find 
that Jesus had close relationships with Peter, James and John, called a group of twelve to follow him and 



minster with him, had a close community of women and men with whom he traveled and worked, sent out 
a fairly large group (roughly seventy or so) of folks in mission and taught the masses on several occasions.  

In our lives we need to see all of these community connection points as discipleship opportunities. The 
following will discuss the virtues and drawbacks of one-to-one, smaller communities and larger gatherings 
in the life of a disciple. In doing so I pray we see that all are necessary, but not one model is sufficient to 
stand on its own. 
 

 

 

 
Servant Leaders Shaping People  

A relationship in which a mature servant leader invests time, knowledge, mentoring, modeling and 
supervision into the life of another has a profound place in the process of discipleship. In fact, in some 
Para-church circles “discipleship” IS simply something you do one to one, person to person. This model 
has several important strengths but also some surprising drawbacks.  

• Strengths – Can offer direct and focused attention. Direct modeling and ease of learning. 
Opportunity for questions and clarification. Opportunity for personally entrusting important truth 
and mission to another person. Leadership impartation. Handling crises and issues of a 
personal/sin nature. 

• Weaknesses – Deemphasizing the importance of diverse and broader community. Codependence 
in one’s walk with God. It can be logistically impractical. Can lead to an excessive individualism and 
even selfishness. Narrow opportunity for learning due to small number of people. It was very rarely 
practiced by Jesus. 

It seems the best time for 1-1 or 1-3 type relationships are found when giving focused time to 
children, new believers, people who are in crisis and in specific training for leadership roles. If 
leaders attempt to meet one to one with everyone in their circle of influence unhealthy patterns, 
unrealistic expectations and neglect of other important communal contexts can arise.  

Examples and Forms: One to One Teaching and Mentoring, Fight Clubs, New Believer Follow up, 
Coaching Relationships, Counseling, Catechesis of Children 

Small Communities Growing and Following Together 

One of the things you will notice in the life of Jesus is that he was almost never alone with individual 
people.  Yes, he spent time alone with his Father in prayer but when he is ministering and teaching there is 
usually more than one person present. At his most pressing and important moments he has with him three 
close friends and he traveled in community with a band of women and men. He did offer individual 
instruction to Peter and some close disciples (See John 21) but for the most part Jesus was a man of small 
to medium sized community. In this size of community, one can be known and know others. 

• Strengths – Where Jesus spent most of his time. Offers us a diversity of people, experiences, 
wisdom and stages of life. Teaching can be personalized and mission observed and imitated. 
Relationships can still be intimate. 



• Weaknesses – Teaching in community group type settings can be diluted and can drift towards 
heresy without good leadership. Growing mission will seldom stay small. Lack of opportunity for 
certain expression of gifts, talents and abilities. Classroom type settings can become ingrown 
without infusion and exhortation to mission.  

Examples and Forms: Adult Education Classes, Sunday School, Learning Labs, 
Redemption/Recovery Groups, Community Groups, Missional Communities, Family Worship 

The Church Gathering for Spiritual Formation 

For millennia followers of Jesus have gathered together for a proclamation of the gospel, taking offerings 
for the poor and the mission, prayer together, observing the sacraments of baptism and communion and 
for the instruction of God’s people. We see this forming in the New Testament era and in the first centuries 
of the church. Listen to the description of a church gathering written by Justin Martyr in the 2nd century AD. 

And we afterwards continually remind each other of these things. And the wealthy among us help the needy; and 
we always keep together; and for all things wherewith we are supplied, we bless the Maker of all through His Son 
Jesus Christ, and through the Holy Ghost. And on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in the country 
gather together to one place, and the memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read, as long as 
time permits; then, when the reader has ceased, the president verbally instructs, and exhorts to the imitation of 
these good things. Then we all rise together and pray, and, as we before said, when our prayer is ended, bread 
and wine and water are brought, and the president in like manner offers prayers and thanksgivings, according to 
his ability, and the people assent, saying Amen; and there is a distribution to each, and a participation of that over 
which thanks have been given, and to those who are absent a portion is sent by the deacons. And they who are 
well to do, and willing, give what each thinks fit; and what is collected is deposited with the president, who 
succors the orphans and widows and those who, through sickness or any other cause, are in want, and those 
who are in bonds and the strangers sojourning among us, and in a word takes care of all who are in need. But 
Sunday is the day on which we all hold our common assembly, because it is the first day on which God, having 
wrought a change in the darkness and matter, made the world; and Jesus Christ our Savior on the same day rose 
from the dead. For He was crucified on the day before that of Saturn (Saturday); and on the day after that of 
Saturn, which is the day of the Sun, having appeared to His apostles and disciples, He taught them these things, 
which we have submitted to you also for your consideration. 

Justin Martyr, The First Apology, chapter LXVII 

Though church gatherings are essential to the life of every believer they are not sufficient for all our needs 
in discipleship. There are strengths and weaknesses here as well.  

• Strengths– Exhorting people towards love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24, 25). Teaching by 
those God has called and equipped to teach (James 3:1, 1 Timothy 5:17), Partaking of communion 
as corporate worship, broader diversity in the gathered congregation. Easy to welcome a blend of 
believer and unbeliever (1 Corinthians 14:24, 25). God commands the church to worship together in 
Word and Sacrament.  

• Weaknesses – Giving way to a passive, consumer oriented religion where people hide in 
anonymity. This is particularly acute in 21st century contexts and practice. Personal needs, 
questions and application of the Bible can go untreated. Size and certain worship styles can make 
them feel impersonal and produced.  

Examples and Forms: Corporate Worship Gatherings, some elements at Conferences, Large 
Group Seminars, Campus and Parachurch gatherings. 

As each of these contexts provides a certain grace to a disciple all three should be employed in the life of 
the gospel community. We will close now by looking at specific moments for invested discipleship and 
equipping in the life of a local church community. We should realize that the people in our community may 



be gifted in or prefer one size/configuration over another. We must embrace all as important but not all 
being equally gifted for each. 

Focused Opportunities for the Church 

In all intentional efforts to make disciples we must use tools that are biblical, we must pray for God to be at 
work in our lives and we must love one another as family as we live as Jesus’s followers.  We need God, his 
Truth and his people to shape us. With that in mind, there are several key opportunities for focused 
discipleship in the church. We will close by examining how to make the most of these times.  

Connection and Assimilation  

As people connect to your church plant there is a great opportunity for both orientation and discipleship. 
As people enter the church through conversion or move into your community by way of your membership 
process, connection and assimilation gives great opportunity for pouring into a disciple’s life. This point of 
connection affords leaders a time to make sure everyone grasps the culture of the community, a firm 
understanding of the gospel, instruction in basic theology and an understanding of basic missiology. It also 
allows all of your members to be on the same page and aligned theologically, philosophically and in terms 
of your cultural flow as a community.  

Focused and Seasonal Equipping 

There are specific seasons of life that require specific equipping and teaching. These times in the life of a 
gospel community give opportunity for punctuated, seasonal training. The following are just some of the 
areas which benefit from this sort of equipping: 

• Financial, life and time stewardship for young men and women 
• Equipping for marriage  
• Training for parenting, adoption etc 
• Training in spiritual disciplines (Prayer, fasting, study of scripture)  
• Regular Evangelism training 

New Believers 

Robert Coleman, author of the widely read book The Master Plan of Evangelism, shook me deeply years 
ago with the following words: 

Clearly the policy of Jesus at this point teaches us that whatever method of follow-up the church adopts, it must 
have as its basis a personal guardian concern for those entrusted to their care. To do otherwise is essentially to 
abandon new believers to the devil. This means that some system must be found whereby every convert is given 
a Christian friend to follow until such a time as he or she can lead another.  

 
Robert Coleman, The Master Plan of Evangelism, 2nd Edition, 48. 

 
While it would be silly for adults to have people hovering over them as they lived out their lives and calling, 
we all know that babies need especially attentive care. New believers need basic instruction, friends to 
process through questions and sisters and brothers who make sure they are making progress in the 
gospel. Some would argue here for a very systematic and organized approach, others for the new person 
to be cared for in the community of the church where life is regularly shared. Both are probably important 
but the overarching principle is absolutely essential. We must give attention to those new to the gospel 
community and new to following Jesus as their Lord, Savior and King.  



Training of New Leaders 

Finally, the last area of intentional focus is for the training and development of leaders for the local 
congregation and mission.  First, elders of a church must be training men for this calling either in the 
current congregation or to help in future church planting efforts. Second, servants, deacons, smaller group 
leaders should be trained in character, basic servant leadership, theology/bible and leading mission. All of 
this must be the work of current leaders of the church for the sake of Christ’s body and future mission. This 
is the where the old adage, disciples are made, not born is apropos. Leaders are forged as they learn of 
Jesus, know Jesus, follow Jesus and are transformed by Jesus over time and in varied life circumstances. 
Character is not established in an instance and wisdom is not gained without discipleship.  We must give 
ourselves to this task individually and communally. Finally, the church should focus to develop and unleash 
those with apostolic and evangelistic gifts. New church planters should be nurtured and launched from the 
gospel community and those who love the lost should be free to infect the entire congregation with 
evangelistic action, equipping and zeal. 

Conclusion 

Jesus long ago gave us the command to make disciples of all nations by teaching them to obey all he 
commanded.  This means people need to know who Jesus is, what he has done for them and what his call 
to “follow” really means. We are trained in this by seeing and doing, believing and working in his mission. 
The covenantal, missional community is the context in which disciples are formed and made. We should 
seek to know God, be shaped by his truth and transformed as we follow Jesus as a community on mission.  
All of life is discipleship as all of life should be brought under the Lordship of our great God and savior 
Jesus Christ. Every church plant should be lasered-in on making disciples, forming people as learner-
followers of Jesus in his mission for the cultural contexts of our day. Do not wait to do this once you “plant 
the church” and “get established.” His calling and command are clear; we should be doing this on day one 
and on every day as God gives grace.  
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