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Evangelism 

 

The word evangelism finds its etymological roots in the New Testament Greek term evangelion which 

means gospel, or good news.  Simply put evangelism is the proclamation of the good news of Jesus 

Christ and his rule and reign to people separated from God and under just condemnation for sin.  

Evangelism presents the good news that Jesus’ death on a cross of execution secures the forgiveness of 

God and reconciliation and relationship with him for all who believe.  It is the proclamation of the grace 

of God towards unworthy sinful people who deserve justice but who are instead offered mercy and 

pardon by a loving Savior.  This brief outline discusses how evangelism, which is both the work of God 

and his followers, takes place in the local community of faith.  Yet before we jump into the how of 

evangelism in the local church, we need to first look at the who and why of evangelism. 

 

Some Preliminary Disclaimers 

 

The importance of a community’s culture 

 

The culture of a community is the feel, the backdrop and interpretive framework for any work of God’s 

people. Our life together, the way we love one another (or hate one another) will be one of the primary 

ways the gospel we proclaim will be understood by those who travel with us.  Jesus teaches us that 

people will know we are his followers and learn from him by the way we love one another (see John 13). 

I cannot overstate the importance of the culture of a community to the work of evangelism.  We must 

constantly ask ourselves whether we love people who are far from God, whether we desire them to come 

to a saving knowledge of him who is truth and whether or not we care enough to make the gospel clear 

in our words and clear through our actions. Our discussion here sees the work of evangelism as the work 

of God’s people.  The culture of a particular gospel community will greatly influence evangelical work with 

our friends who need Jesus.  

 

Why and how we use the term “Lost”  

 

In our discussion I will use the term “lost” to describe a biblical condition of being separated from God 

due to sin and under God’s just and good condemnation of sinful human beings.  At times the term has 

been used by Christians in a pejorative sense to degrade people who are not followers of Christ. Some 

have heard this term used in a way that makes them simply want to avoid it. The reasoning is that if 

people hear “Lost people” and think “the people that are bad” then we should jettison the term all 

together.  I disagree.  We must be clear about how we use the term.  The phrase actually comes from 

Jesus himself where he describes our condition of being in rebellion and alienation from God.  The 

narrative of Scripture teaches us that humanity, due to our own sin, is under the curse and just judgment 

of God.  We are sheep that have left the care of a kind shepherd.  Jesus, being a good shepherd, is out 

looking for the sheep that are “lost.” In fact one of Jesus’ central reasons for coming to earth, rising from 

death and sending his people on mission in the world is to “seek and to save that which was lost” (See 

teaching in Luke 15 and Luke 19:1-10) 

 

As proclaiming good news is a natural outflow of Jesus’ purpose to “seek and to save” it should be a 

natural outflow of every gospel community.  It is intentional, but not inauthentic. It treats people as 



people and not as projects.  It is compelled by love and translates into the telling of good news to others 

accompanied by live of repentance and faith together.  

 

 

 

Who and Why of Evangelism 

 

Evangelism is not a drive by shooting job. It is not a slick marketing job where we upsell people into the 

Kingdom of God. Evangelism is not even a program of the church…something we sign up to do then feel 

good about ourselves but never do it again. It is not something we are shamed and guilted into doing as 

some obtuse add on to “the Christian life.” What we really desire is for God’s people to sense a real 

heartfelt burden for people who are lost, see their plight without God and then have his love compel us 

to share the gospel of grace.   

 

In the life of the apostle Paul, one of the early leaders of the Christian movement, we see a man who 

was sent by God to others.  He saw their lives without hope and without God in the world and he felt 

deeply troubled in his soul about the idolatry of their lives.  Then he did something about it.  He walked 

with God into the mess of the world and took action.  Furthermore, Jesus himself exhibits the purest 

burden for others and walked into their lives and met them where they were to bring them to God.  We 

will look at two examples from Scripture together.  Jesus in his interaction with the Samaritan woman at 

Jacob’s Well in John 4 and Paul’s journey to Athens in Acts 17. 

 

Jesus the Missionary – John 4 

 

• He crossed cultural boundaries – Jews do not associate with Samarians 

• He broke with social convention – He was a man who spoke with a woman 

• He did not cast her away because of sin – She was a broken woman who had serial relationships 

• He met her at her point of need – She was drawing water, but she was spiritually thirsty 

• He brought her to her real need – Her need for God  

• He sent her into her community as a missionary – Come see a man who told me everything I did 

 

Paul the Missionary – Acts 17 

 

• He was an active waiter - He went and observed the city of Athens, its culture and religions 

• He was troubled deeply – He saw idolatry and ignorance and he felt deeply their condition 

• He engaged – He reasoned in the marketplace and synagogue 

• He continued to act – He preached the gospel at various levels at society 

 

Go, See, Feel, Do 

 

To put it in simple terms followers of Jesus, who desire to share the gospel with others, need to walk into 

their world as missionaries.  This is precisely what we see both Paul and Jesus doing in their interaction 

with those who are in great need of God.  The following is a quick table summarizing what we see in 

their lives 

 

 Jesus  Paul 



Go Intentionally traveled through 
Samaria 

Paul on Mission in Athens 

See A Woman’s Need City Filled with Idols 
Feel Compassion He was Distressed 
Do Gave Truth and Grace Reasoned with People and 

Preached Jesus 

 

Likewise, we should follow their example as we launch out into our neighborhoods, our place of work and 

the places where our lives intersect socially with others. 

 

• We need to Go – to be quite frank, Christians need to walk together with people who do not 

know Jesus; we need to be in their world. 

• We Need to See – we need to see how people live, their hopes, their fears, their longings, their 

dreams and aspiration, what they love and what they worship. 

• We Need to Feel – we need to care about their plight, which Ephesians teaches us is without 

hope and without God.  We need to feel lostness, we need to feel God’s just wrath against sin 

and sinners and we need to be moved by this. 

• We Need to Do – When our hearts see people and the world as God does, we will want to share 

the gospel of grace with others.  This is the soil in which evangelism takes root in our lives.  

 

As we look into the world as missionaries and have compassion for others, we then are ready to talk 

about how evangelism takes place as a witness of the church. Our Sunday services will have a prominent 

place in preaching the gospel to our community, yet each of our lives has a role to play in our witness as 

a local community of faith.   

 

Lab Time: 

 

GO Where can you go? Where can you go? (and where can’t you go) 

SEE Misery, Happy Idolatry 

FEEL Informed by Theology and Circumstance 

DO Practical 

  



The Missional Church 

 

Far too often evangelism is seen by Christians in a few narrow ways.  It is either the job of a professional 

religious worker or it is simply a one to one activity that takes place on special “witnessing” occasions.  

Here we want to look at a holistic way of seeing the church as central to evangelism; not simply by 

inviting people to church, though that is important, but rather our witness are a community and our 

witness as individuals meshes together in an effective “body witness” where people can both hear and 

see the gospel lived out.  We want to look quickly at two terms – attractional and missional ministry of 

the local church.   

 

Attractional and Missional 

• Attractional ministry focuses mainly on people coming to the church, to the meeting, to a 

program in order to hear the gospel. 

• In missional ministry we desire to live and share the gospel in various cultural contexts with lost 

people so to present the good news and incarnate the rule and reign of Christ with others.   

The following table compares these two ways of following Jesus as part of his local church.  

 Attractional Missional 

Church 
Gathering 

Come and see, experiences 
created for people 

Word and sacrament, equipping to live 
on mission, welcoming and 

understandable to all people 
Evangelism Happens through programs or 

“gifted” individuals 
Happens through “us” 

Conversion/ 
Commitment 

Focus on the static moment 
and steps such as alter calls 
and sinner’s prayers 

Sometimes happens progressively, 
walk in the community, then believe 
and follow.  Sacraments have elevated 
meaning. Moment of regeneration and 

conversion still affirmed 
Focus Focus on getting people to a 

service 
Focus on believers being with lost 
people and in community with each 

other. My friends come with me to a 
gathering. 

Smaller 
Communities 

For believers Open to believers and non-believers – 
but authentic Christian life lived 

Mission Has a missions program Church exists for mission 
Service/Mercy 
Ministry 

We bring something to “them” We walk together with others for 
common good 

Proclamation Valued and encouraged, but 

can get watered down 

Valued highly, along with process and 

dialog 
Church 
Leadership 

Paid professionals who do the 
work of the ministry 

Paid or unpaid, who coach and equip 
the church and serve with the people 

 

The Church and the Culture 

 

The church can easily slip into two erroneous extremes as we seek to relate to culture and bring the 

gospel to people in culture. 

 

• Error #1 – Distinct, but no Intersection → Cultural Isolation, No winsome evangelism 



• Error #2 – Intersection without Distinction → Syncretism, Worldliness, No winsome evangelism 

• Our Path – Distinct, yet constantly intersecting  

 

Dr. Tim Keller of Redeemer Presbyterian in Manhattan has said that when non-Christian people associate 

with the church they need to have two thoughts.   

 

1. These people are like me.  They understand my thought and cultural world.  I can see myself 

becoming a part of this community 

2. These people are not like me.  There is something about the way the live, love and serve that are 

unlike any community I have seen. 

In saying this he is not playing word games put illustrating a point.  The missional church must live, move 

and have its being in God.  Yet it lives this life in culture with people in culture.  We need to go as far into 

culture we can without adopting false beliefs and sinful lifestyles.  We need to go as far as we can into 

culture and not a step further.  We are not just toeing the line or trying to “get away” with being worldly.  

It is our calling to connect to people in culture for the sake of the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:23-27) while 

avoiding cultural captivity or compromise.  It is not an easy path, yet one we must live together as the 

church.    

Messiness of the Makeup of the Missional Church  

 

When defining the church in a few words, my best shot has been the following: 

The church of Jesus Christ is a people called out from all nations, Jew and Gentile, to be worshippers 

of the one true God. These form a sent community in the world to declare among all peoples the 

gospel of grace, to care for the poor and oppressed, and to reflect God's nature through holy lives 

and good works. This church is at once both visible, meeting in local congregations, and invisible, the 

universal church comprised of all true regenerate believers. True churches are distinguished by the 

biblical gospel, the ordinances of Baptism and Communion and the exercise of church discipline. 

This definition shows that there is a reality that makes the church something distinct from the world, but 

the line is not so easy to see.  It is from God’s perspective, but from our own vantage point we must 

accept that our community will be made up of Christians and non-Christians.  We actually hope it is that 

way.  Here I am not talking about church membership, which should be comprised only of believers.  

Here I am talking about how we view those walking in and among our community.   

From God’s Point of View  

The world is made up a sinful people who are either saved or unsaved. God knows all who are and who 

will become his children by grace through faith in Christ.  In fact, he knows their names before the 

foundation of the world (see Ephesians 1 and Romans 8).  The church in God’s eyes is his bride and is 

made up of only believer-followers of Jesus Christ. He knows the difference between saved and unsaved, 

regenerate and unregenerate who are in our community.  

From Our Point View 

Yet from our point of view our community is likely to be mixed.  The believer can have assurance of his 

salvation in Jesus’ work on the cross and the promise of God. This aids her to persevere to the end and 

be saved.  Yet the visible gathered people of God will be mingled with those who are part of the 

community, perhaps just checking out Jesus, serving with us, but yet in process. There is always a 



mixture of non-believer and believer in a gathering of the church.  The Scriptures actually assume that 

unbelievers would be a part of the gathering of people even when assembled for worship (See 1 

Corinthians 14:20-25) 

 

 

Our Lives Together  

In the Missional church our lives are lived together in community and also intersect others as we follow 

God in our mission.  The mission of our church is to live for the glory of God, the good of the city by 

extending hope through the gospel of Jesus Christ.  We do this by sharing five core identities – being 

gospel centered, thoughtfully engaged, life in community, seeking mercy and justice and joy and 

generosity in mission – these are the things we pursue together.  We walk in this mission, through our 

core identities in various spheres of life. 

 

 
In the home we show hospitality to non-Christians, receive spiritual formation, have our place of 

belonging and show compassion for our neighbors.  Additionally, the church gathers together for the 

public proclamation of the gospel through biblical preaching (1 Timothy 4:13; 2 Timothy 4:1-3).  We also 

observe the sacraments which Jesus ordained as a visible display of the gospel, to remember Jesus work 

on our behalf and to receive spiritual nourishment from him.  The church as a gospel community also 

allows non-Christians to “see” God’s work among us as we learn to love one another, repent of sin and 

trust Jesus for our lives (John 13:34,35; 1 Peter 4:7-11).  Finally, we live our lives together with others in 

the “city”, the communities we call home.  We live alongside the lost and hurting and embrace solving 



problems together.  Furthermore we engage people in culture with the gospel calling our friends to 

repentance and faith in Jesus.   

 

We live in these spheres with our lives hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3:1-3). He is with us 

through his Spirit, empowers us to service and gives us compassion for the lost and perishing around us.  

Our family connects and intersects with our church family.  Our church connects and intersects with our 

community and culture.  We keep our lives hinged to Scripture and close to Jesus but we live as his 

people, called and sent into the world with the gospel.  There will be many entry ways into the church as 

we live the gospel in our context. Let us look at the pathways in which others might come to associate 

with our community. 

 

Our Community Has Multiple Entry Ways  

(Hint: One of which is Your Life…)  

 

People will come to know Jesus and enter our community through various pathways.  There is not simply 

one way people connect with our church.  Sunday mornings remain a huge front door where others can 

associate with our church, hear the Scriptures preached and walk with God’s people.  Non-Christians may 

help out with setup, technology and other things around the church on Sundays.  Yet not everyone is 

looking to “come to church.”  However, our missional communities meet throughout the area in homes 

which exist in neighborhoods.  Our groups are open to visitors and we encourage your group to reach out 

to your neighbors and do things socially with them.  Additionally when we serve a need in our community 

through mercy ministry we can ask non-Christians to come with us and take part.  This will give our lives 

connection with those who need Jesus.  Finally, your very life and relational networks may be the first 

place someone comes into contact with the church and the gospel.  People you work with, the 

relationships you have through family and leisure activities will hear about and see Jesus through your 

life. 

We will be a healthy missional community when non-Christians are engaged and enter the church 

through all avenues.  When Sunday services are a place where the gospel is understood by people far 

from God and the church equipped for service.  When our missional communities intentionally love, serve 

and share Jesus with their neighbors.  When we love and serve our city with no strings attached so that 

justice is sought and mercy extended in the name of Jesus.  When each of our lives is a beacon of hope 

for others to hear the gospel…when this is true, God’s church is the most powerful evangelistic organism 

on earth.   

Taste and see that the Lord is good…Come see Jesus…Walk with us and follow him.  The following are 

some principles to help each of us live and share Jesus with those in our relational networks.  

  



The Practical – Connecting with Non-Christians 

 

• A Few Ways of Evangelism in Scripture 

o Invitation – Come and See – John 4 

o Show Hospitality – Hebrews 13:1,2  

o Proclamation – Apostolic preaching in Acts – Peter in Chapter 2 and 3, Stephen in Acts 

7, Paul throughout Acts 

o Conversational – Phillip and the Eunuch in Acts 8:26-40, Peter and Cornelius in Acts 

10, Paul in describes house to house teaching in Acts 20 

o Body/Worship – 1 Corinthians 14:23-25 

o Answering the Interested – Colossians 4:5, 6; 1 Peter 3:15 

• Relational Proximity – we need to be around people who do not know Jesus.  We need to 

think in terms of the natural relational networks we already have in life. 

o Where you live – your neighborhood, your apartment complex, your dorm, etc. 

o Where you work – people you see regularly and have natural relationships through 

work. 

o Where you hang – clubs, civic involvement, you kids’ sports teams, your sports teams, 

hobbies, “third spaces” like coffee shops, pubs etc. 

• Relational Sacrifices – we need real friendship for the sake of that person over time.  We need 

to serve them, love them, hang out with them with no other agenda but to represent Jesus to 

them and enjoy opportunities to speak of him as God leads. This will require a sacrifice of time 

with your personal schedule.  Joyfully embrace this! 

• Intentionality – it is easy for us just to hang with each other, so we need to intentionally 

associate with those who are not yet part of our community. 

• Missional Communties – our groups are open to neighbors through cookouts, sporting events, 

movie nights, dinners, social action and civic involvement and church services. 

• Sharing the Gospel with People  

o Knowing God’s Story – The Gospel…knowing it well – See Appendix I – The Gospel. 

o Our Story/God’s Story – Intersection → Conversion → Mission…your testimony…talking 

about Jesus and his work in your life. Don’t leave out JESUS and the GOSPEL!!! 

o Asking good questions about gospel themes – dealing with guilt, dealing with meaning, 

hope, purpose, loneliness, why do mean people suck.  See Appendix II on gospel 

themes. What makes people tick, what ticks them off – Listen! 

o The role of questions – be willing to answer you own questions and doubts and patiently 

answer others.   

o The Role of patience/time – We allow the Spirit to bring people to Christ through a 

comprehensive context of our community. We leave the results to God 

• The Role of the Church 

o Worship of God – Word and Sacrament 

o Equipping and Teaching – so that we are prepared to live and share Jesus 

o Not being captured by culture – we are a resistance community.  We are to watch our 

life and doctrine (teaching) more than anything (1 Timothy 4:16) Our lives our seen by 

others and our teaching about God will either lead people to him or astray. 

o Body witness – the community is the hermeneutic for the gospel as people can see God 

at work among us in the way we live, love, forgive and work together.  



▪ On complaints about “organized religion” – individuals who despise living, loving, 

forgiving and working with others…need to see something different in the way 

our community handles sin, forgiveness, conflict, power, leadership, service etc.   

 

Appendix I – The Gospel 

 

The gospel is the story of the one Creator God, making all things: space, time, matter, energy in order to 

display his nature to his creatures.  God created human beings in his own image and likeness to know 

him, love him, and reflect his character in the world to one another for their joy and his glory.  Our first 

parents then gave God the proverbial Heisman, choosing to live life their way rather than God’s way.  

They turned away from God and his provision for them, disobeying his commands and thereby bringing 

fracture in their relationship with God, one another, and creation.  God in his grace set about to redeem a 

people back to himself and has pursued us throughout history to this end.  He promised in the very early 

days to send a human being, one born of a woman to bring people back to God, reconciling them to 

himself and all things (Gen 3:15).  Throughout history he communicated with us and connected with us 

through prophets, men called to speak God’s message to humanity.  He made covenants with his people 

that would culminate the sending of his Messiah, or chosen one, to the earth.  He would be a Jewish 

person, the offspring of Abraham (Gen 12, 15).  He would fulfill God’s commandments perfectly satisfying 

the demands of the law completely and live without sin (Heb 4.15).  He would be a king to his people (2 

Sam 7) and guide them into a life of love, joy and peace.  He would teach us the truth, show us 

perfected humanity, and ultimately die to pay the penalty for our own rebellion and sin.  This person, 

Jesus, gave his life for us in what theologians have called the great exchange.  Our sin was placed on him 

as he took our deserved judgment and punishment by dying on a cross. God then raised him from the 

grave overcoming death itself and justifying us before God (1 Corinthians 15). We receive his 

righteousness and favor and good name before God the Father (2 Corinthians 5.16-21). We are thereby 

forgiven, brought back into relationship with God, our guilt is removed, God’s wrath no longer is upon us, 

and we now become his followers and agents of reconciliation in the world.  We receive all of this by his 

grace; none of it is earned by our works or moral actions. God will someday bring his kingdom in fullness 

where Jesus will completely and finally bring an end to all evil and usher in an eternal age of life and 

peace for all who follow him.  Those who persist in rebellion against God will face his judgment for all 

which was done in this life. 

 

A few clear Scriptures describing the gospel  

 

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 

with the Scriptures.   

1 Corinthians 15:1-3 ESV 

 

Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good work, 

2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all 

people. 3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and 

pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. 4 But when the 

goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of works done by 



us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the 

Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that being justified 

by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.   

 

Titus 3:1-8 ESV 



Appendix II – Gospel Themes  

 

I have found over the years it is helpful to know the themes and motifs used in Scripture to describe 

what God does for us in Christ.  In Western Christianity the most familiar motif is judicial – dealing with 

judgment, a holy judge and human beings being acquitted for sin.  This theme is hugely biblical and is at 

the heart of the gospel, yet it is not the only way Scripture talks about God’s salvation and may not be 

the one most easily understood by people in certain life settings.   

 

An example might help.  If your friend is talking about how they are alienated from their Father and how 

much this hurts them beginning a disconnected speak about a just judge taking your place might not be 

wise in the moment.  You could however talk about God as our father, his adoption of kids through the 

work of Jesus on the cross and how he forgives us and makes us a new family.  

 

Here are several more of which you need to be familiar. This list is not exhaustive and meant only to be 

exemplary of the diversity of gospel themes in the New Testament.  

 

A Dozen or so Gospel Themes 

1. Revolution – Jesus overcame the authority of sin, Satan, death and hell 

2. Liberation – Jesus came to set captive people free 

3. Kingdom – Jesus came to bring a different rule and reign 

4. Suffering – Jesus suffered for us and he suffers with us 

5. Unity/Reconciliation/Relationship – By grace Jesus brings us back to the Father and reconciles 

relationship, we live in union with Jesus 

6. Family – God is our Father, we are sons and daughters, brothers and sisters in his family 

7. Adoption – God intentionally chooses and adopts sinful kids 

8. Birth/New Birth/New Life – We are born new, new slate, new life 

9. Judicial – God forgives the guilty by grace at great cost to himself 

10. Farming – God plants seeds that grow in us; he appoints us to bear fruit 

11. Darkness and light – we can now see, God brings light to a dark world through Jesus the light of 

the world.  The church then shines his light into the darkness 

12. Death and life – Jesus did not come to make bad people good, he came to make dead people 

live...now, and forever.  Jesus overcomes death and brings a promised resurrection and eternal 

life.  

 

Some Questions to Ask? 

 

1. Which do you think connects with people best in American culture?  In New Jersey? In your 

township? 

2. Which do you think connects with your lost friends? Their life circumstances? 

3. What connects with particular religious narratives? Islam? Hinduism? Secularism?  

4. What connects with your heart?   

Self Study  



Take some time to search for passages of Scripture that reflect these twelve themes – they all come from 

the Bible; I left off references so you can dig a bit.  Pray through the above “Questions to Ask” and jot 

down some thoughts as you think about connecting the gospel to those around you. 

 

LAB/ROLE play 

 

Scenario #1 – You friend finds out he has cancer and you offer to pray for him. He asks where god is in 

this? What do you say? What gospel themes connect?   

Scenario #2 – A young woman has been was abandoned by her father when he left the family, she has 

had many, repeated illicit relationships with men, and tells you she is tired and feel lonely and isolated.  

What gospel themes connect?  

Scenario #3 – Your friends Dad just died and they are struggling with death.  What themes connect?  

 

  



Appendix III – Gospel Diamond 

We have created a simple diagram to help explain the broad story of the biblical gospel in a short and 

concise way.   

 

Creation – There is one God who created all things.  The universe, energy, matter, rocks trees and you 

and me were created by God.  He created all things good and in harmony with him and other things.  As 

the crown of creation God created human beings in his image and likeness to be in relationship with him 

and one another. Reading: Genesis 1-2 

Fall/Promise – God gave graciously to the first man and woman and told them that all of creation was 

theirs to steward yet they were to live by following God and his way.  Our first parents chose to disobey 

God and do life their way and sinned against God.  The world as a result has been living in a state of 

fracture, out of rhythm with God.  Human beings, because of sin, now live separated from God and are 

under his just wrath and condemnation for sin.  We feel life doesn’t work, suffering is everywhere and we 

stand guilty before God either in active rebellion or passive indifference to our creator. Reading: 

Genesis 3  

Yet at the same time that we sinned, God set out on his plan for humanity.  God promised to redeem 

people from sin and death and promised to do so through his own work in history.  God himself promised 

to come and handle the problem of our sin. Reading Galatians 4:4, 5 

 

Cross – The person of Jesus was God come to earth to die for sin and forgive sinners.  He displayed to 

us in his life and teaching who God is and what he has done.  His death is the darkest day in human 

history (the unjust murder of the Son of God) and at the same time the brightest day in history (Jesus 

death for sin pays our penalty, satisfies God’s wrath and brings us back in relationship with our creator). 

Reading – Romans 5:1-11 

Mission/Redemption – Jesus’ mission on earth was to save us from sin, death and hell and bring his 

Kingdom, a new way of life, to the earth.  His resurrection from the dead was a sign of this coming new 

age where sin, death and hell will be ultimately defeated. This mission intersects our lives when we hear 

of the love of God expressed towards sinners through Jesus' death on the cross we are called to repent 

(change our minds and turn away from) of our sin and receive his forgiveness by grace through faith 



(Ephesians 2:8, 9). The gospel teaches us that Jesus died a death that we deserve, his death for 

sin.  Additionally, he lived the life we could not live, a life without sin.  By placing our trust/faith in him 

we receive forgiveness and pardon from God for our sins and are counted righteous before God in him. 

In Jesus we are brought back into relationship with God and given eternal life as the gift of his grace and 

love. We are then transferred from a dark path into the path of redemption and mission in the world. We 

intersect with eternity on Jesus' mission which is manifesting and ultimately bringing into fullness the 

Kingdom of God.    

All who trust in him and follow him become a part of his church, a community on mission to see others 

meet Jesus, have their sins forgiven and then together represent his Kingdom in our community.  At the 

end of time King Jesus will fully bring a Kingdom (heaven) where sin will be gone, death is defeated and 

every tear will be wiped away.  All who trust in him will be with him forever, those who persisted in 

denying God and living their sinful path will be separated from him forever in Hell. 

  

http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?go=Go&q=Ephesians+2%3A8%2C9


Appendix IV – Additional Resources  

 

We have found the following books to be helpful in equipping one another in the important work of 

evangelism.  Not all are by what would be considered evangelical Protestants but certainly offer good 

insight for gospel interactions with friends.  

Books on Evangelism 

Tactics: A Game Plan for Discussing Your Christian Convictions by Gregory Koukly 

Questioning Evangelism by Randy Newman  

Engaging Unbelief – A Captivating Strategy from Augustine and Aquinas by Curtis Chang 

The Gospel and Personal Evangelism by Mark Dever 

The Celtic Way of Evangelism by George Hunter 

Evangelism Made Slightly Less Difficult by Nick Pollard  

The Best Kept Secret of Christian Mission by John Dickson 

 

Books Helpful for Discussion with Thoughtful Non Christians 

Orthodoxy by GK Chesterton 

The Prodigal God by Timothy Keller 

The Reason for God and Making Sense of God by Timothy Keller 

Mere Christianity by CS Lewis 

The Question of God: C.S. Lewis and Sigmund Freud Debate God, Love, Sex, and the Meaning of Life 

by Armand M. Nicholi 

Can Man Live Without God by Ravi Zacharias 

Jesus Among Secular Gods by Ravi Zacharias and Vince Vitale 
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